ARKANSAS ORDINANCE OF SECESSION
May 6, 1861 ‘
Littde Rock, Arkansas
Vore oF CONVENTION—GY- |

A ORDINANCE to dissolve the Union now existing between the
State of Arkansas and the other states united with her under the
compact entitled ““I'he Constitution of the United States ol
America,”

WHEREAS, In addition to the well founded causes of com-
plaint set forth by this convention, in resolutions adopted on the
Heh March, A.D. 1861, against the sectional party now in power
at Washington city, headed by Abraham Lincoln, he has, in the
face of resolutions passed by this convention, pledging the State
of Arkansas, (o resist to the last extremity, any attempt on the
part of such power to coerce any state that had seceded lrom the
old Union, proclaimed to the world that war should be waged
against such states, until they should be compelled to submit to
their rule, and large forces 1o accomplish this have, by this same
power, been called out, and are now being marshalled (o carry
out this inhuman design; and o longer submit to such rule, or
remain in the old Union of the United States, would he disgracelul
and ruinous 1o the State of Arkansas.

Therefore, we the people of the State of Arkansas, in conven-
tion assembled, do hereby declare and ordain, and it is hereby
declared and ordained, that the “ordinance and acceptance of
compact,” passed and approved by the General Assembly ol the
State of Arkansas, on the 18th day of October, A.D. 1836, wherehy
it was, by said General Assembly, ordained that, by virtue of the
authority vested in said General Assembly, by the provisious of
an ordinance adopted by the convention ol delegates assembled
at Little Rock, for the purpose of forming a constitution and sys-
tem of government lor said state, the propositions set forth in “im
act supplementary to an act entitled an act for the admission of
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the State of Arkansas into the Union, and 1o provide for the due
exceution ol the faws of the United States within the same, and
for other purposes, were freely accepted, ratified and irrevocably
conlirmed articles of compact and union between the State of
Arkamsas and the United States,” and all other laws, and cvery
other law and ordinance, whereby the State of Arkansas hecame
amember of the Tederal union, be, and the same are hereby, in all
respects, and for every purpose herewith consistent, repealed.
abrogated and fully, set aside: and the union now subsisting he-
tween the State of Arkansas and the other states, under the name
of the United States ol America, is hereby forever dissolved.

Awd we do Turther hereby declare and ovdain, that the State of
Arkansas hereby resumes 1o herself all rights and powers heretofore
delegated 1o the government ol the United States of Americi-
that her citizens are absolved from all allegiance to said govern-
ment of the United States, and that she is in full possession and
exercise of all the rights and sovercignty which appertain to a free
and independent state.

We do turther ordain and declare, that all rights acquired and
vested under the constitution of the United States of America, or
ol any act or acts of Congress, or treaty, or under any taw of this
state, and not incompatible with this ordinance, shall remain in
lull force and eflect, in no wise altered or impaired, and have the
sime clfect as il this ordinance had not been passed.

Adopted and passed in open convention on the 6th day of
May, Anno Domini 1861.

ELIAS C. BOUDINOT,

Secretary ol the Arkansas State Convention
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